
First Grade Nonfiction ELA Choice Board 
*Each day read a story.  Choose an option from the appropriate 

(nonfiction or fiction) choice board and complete the activity. 
 

 

 

Write a summary of the 
entire story using less 

than 30 words. 

 
 
 

Draw a picture that 
represents the main ideas of 

the story and label the 
picture with the main idea. 

 
 

Write a paragraph 
showing a connection 
between the text and 

your life or other things 
you have learned. 

 
 

What are two new pieces 
of information that you 

learned from your 
reading. 

 
 
 

Write three facts you 
learned from the story. 

 
 

Read one section 
(heading) of the story 

again:  write a short 
summary of that section. 

 
 

Recreate a visual image 
(graph, diagram, map) 

from the story and 
explain how it helps the 

reader. 

 
 

Explain the most 
interesting thing you 

learned from reading and 
why it stood out for you. 
Be specific and reference 

the text. 

 
 
 

Create your own 
photograph in the story 

and label it with a caption. 

 
 
 

 



 
First Grade Fiction ELA Choice Board 

 
 

Compare yourself to a 
character in the story. 
Tell two ways you are 

similar and two ways you 
are different. 

 
 

Make a picture in your mind 
of what you read and draw 

it with lots of details. 
Describe your picture using 

2-3 complete sentences. 

 
 

Look for two cause and 
effect relationships while 
you read.  Describe each 
relationship in a complete 

sentence. 

 
 

Write a letter to the 
author that includes a 

statement about the text, 
a connection you made, 
and a question for the 

author. 

 
 

Make a quiz.  Write down 3 
questions.  Each question 

should have three 
possible answers.  CIrcle 
the correct answer for 

each question. 

 
 

Draw one of the 
characters from the text 
you read.  Describe the 

characters actions in the 
text using 2-3 sentences. 

 
 

Record the title of your 
story.  Write about why 

you think the author 
chose this title. 

 
 

What is the setting of this 
story? How does the 

setting contribute to the 
events of the story? 

 
 

What is the problem in the 
story?  Write about a time 

when you had a similar 
problem. 

 
 
 
 

 



First Grade Math Choice Board 
 

Ways to Show Numbers 
 

 

Choose numbers 1-20. Use 
an index card or paper. 

Write the target number in 
as many ways as you can. 

See the image above. 

Dream Bedroom 

 
Draw your dream bedroom 

using only square, 
rectangle, triangle, 
hexagon, rhombus, 

trapezoid, and circle  

Flash Attack 
 

Make a set of ten 
flashcards on small 

pieces of paper using 
addition facts to 10. 
Shuffle the cards. 

Practice these facts with 
a family member.  

Counting Steps 

 
Count the number of steps 

from different rooms in your 
house (for example the 

kitchen to the bathroom). 
Count by 1s, 5s, 10s.  Record.  

Flag Design 
 

Every country has a 
different flag.  Look at 
some examples of flags. 
Use at least 6 different 
shapes to create a flag 

for your school. 
 

Playing Card Addition 
 

Turn over 2 playing cards. 
Add and 

subtract the 
numbers. 

(Remove the 
face cards) 

 

+10 
 

What happens when you 
add 10 to a number? 
Explain in words and 

pictures, give examples. 

Spill the Beans 
 

Get a handful of beans or 
cereal.  Seperate into 

groups of 10.  Count how 
many you have.

 

Schedule 
 
 

Make a schedule of your 
day to the hour and half 

hour. 
 

Missing Poster 
 

Think of a number 
between 0-120. Create a 
poster displaying clues 

about your number.  Use 
addition and subtraction 

in at least one of your 
clues. 

Data Collection 
 

Record the number of 
forks and spoons in your 
house using tally marks. 

After you’ve  collected 
your data, draw a bar 
graph to display your 

findings. 

Counting Collections 
 

Grab a collection of small 
objects.  How did you 

count?  Did you organize 
it in any way?  Draw what 

you did on a piece of 
paper. 



First Grade Science Choice Board 
Natural Resources and LIving and Nonliving Things 

 
Chart 

 
Make a chart with 

pictures of living and 
nonliving things.  You may 
draw pictures or cut them 
from magazines.  Include 
as many pictures as you 

can. 

Art 
 
 

Create a flower.  Label the 
root, stem, leaf and 

flower.  Tell what each 
part does. 

Writing 
 
 

Write sentences about 
what plants need to grow. 

Menu 
 

There are many plant 
parts that we eat.  Make a 
menu with roots, stems, 
leaves, flowers, fruit and 

seeds.  Tell what part of a 
plant each is. 

List 
Make a list of the needs of 

a plant.  Make a second 
list with the needs of an 

animal.  
 

How are their needs alike? 
How are their needs 

different? 

Picture Book 
 

Show how animals grow 
by creating a picture 

book.  Include a picture or 
drawing of an animal as a 
baby and then include a 
picture of the animal as 

an adult. 

Collage 
 

Make a collage with 
pictures of natural 

resources like water, 
forests and air.  Tell how 
we can use the natural 

resources. 

Opinion/Speech 
 

Tell what will happen if our 
natural resources are not 

conserved.  Tell ways to 
reduce consumption, 
reduce waste, recycle 

and reuse. 

Venn Diagram 
 

Choose two animals. 
Create a Venn diagram to 

show how they are like 
and different.  Include 
physical appearance, 

growth and movement. 

LIfe Cycle 
 

Draw a diagram of at 
least 4 stages in a plant's 
life cycle.  For each stage, 

include a picture and a 
description of what is 

happening. 

Song Writing 
 

All plants need many of 
the same things to 

survive.  Write a song 
about four things that 
plants need to survive. 

Compare and Contrast 
 

Look around your house. 
Make lists of things made 
from natural resources 

and things not made from 
natural resources.  Which 

list is longer? 



First Grade Social Studies Choice Board 
Communities 

My Community 
Draw a picture of your 

community.  Write a 
paragraph explaining 
whether you live in a 

rural, urban, or suburban 
community and tell how 

you know. 

Game Time 
Create a game to practice 

vocabulary words. 
Include the directions and 

all necessary materials. 
Play it with your friends 

and family. 

Responsibilities 
As a citizen in your 

community, you have 
certain responsibilities. 

Create a poster telling at 
least 5 responsibilities you 

have to make your 
community a nice place to 

live. 

Helpers 
There are many types of 
community helpers who 

do things for our 
community.  Make a list of 
10 community helpers and 

tell how they help us. 

Thank You 
Choose a community 

helper and write them a 
thank you note.  Be sure 

to thank them for specific 
ways that they help your 

community. 

Community Types 
Make a book about the 3 

types of communities. 
Make a page for rural, 

urban, and suburban.  Tell 
at least 5 things you’d 

find in each type of 
community. 

Live, Work, Play 
People live, work, and play 
in their community.  Write 
a play script showing how 

people do these three 
things in one day. 

Quiz Time 
Create a quiz for your 

classmates about 
communities.  Include at 

least 10 questions and an 
answer key. 

Map Plan 
Think about all the things 

your community has. 
Draw a map of a 

community.  Make sure it 
has everything people will 
need, like grocery stores, 
a police department and 

houses. 

Opinion 
Which type of community 

is the best? Write a 
paragraph telling others 

which community you 
believe this the best and 

why.  

Draw 
Draw a picture of a 

community helper and 
explain how (s)he helps in 

the community.  Why is 
(s)he important?  What 
would happen if they 

didn’t exist? 

Job Application 
Pretend you are applying 
to be a community helper. 

What characteristics do 
you have that would 

make you right for the 
job? 

 


